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Being to undertake this search, he beléeved the leamed Cardinal Bellarmine to be the
best defender of ‘the Roman cause: and therefore undertook the examination of his
reasons. The cause was Walghty, and wilfull delales had been mexcusable towards
God and his own conscience; he therefore proceeded with all moderate haste And
before he entered into the twentieth yeare of his age, did shew the Deane of Glouces
ter all the Cardinalls Works marked w1th many waighty Observations under his own

hand, which Works were bequeathed by h1m at his death as a Legacy to a most deare |

friend.!
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But when he sells or changes land, he impaires
His writings, and (unwatch’d) leaves out, ses heires,
As sily’as any Commentater goes by
Hard words, or sense; or in Divinity
As controverters, in vouch’d Texts, leave out
Shrewd words, which might against them clear the doubt.
(Satyre II, 11. 97-102)
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Some controverters in dignity are like swaggerers in a favern, that---turn everything
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into a weapon.
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Seeke true religion. O where? Mirreus

Thinking her unhous’d here, and fled from us,
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Seekes her at Rome; there, because hee doth know

That shee was there a thousand yeares agoe,

He loves her ragges so, as, wee here obey

The statecloth where the Prince sate yesterday.

Crants to such brave Loves will not be inthrall'd

But loves her onely, who’at Geneva’s cell’d

Religion, plaine, simple, sullen, yong,

Contemptuous, yet unhansome; As among

Lecherous humors, thers is one that judges

No wenches wholsone, but course country drudges.

Graius stayes still at home here, and because

Some Preachers, vile ambitious bauds, and lawes

Still new like fashions, bid him thinke that shee

Which dwels with us, is onely perfect, hee

Imbraceth her, whom his Godfathers will

Tender to him, being tender, as Wards

Take such wives as their Guardians offer, or

Pay valewes. Carelesse Phrygius doth abhorre

All, because all cannot be good, as one

Knowing some women whores dares marry none.

Graccus loves all as one, and thinkes that so

As women do in divers countries goe

In divers habits, yet are still one kinde,

So doth, so is Religion;

(Satyre Ii, 11. 43-68)
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For this Oath must worke upon us all; and as it must draw from the Papists a profes-

il

ssion, so it must from us, a Confirmation for our Obedience; They must testifie an

Alleageance by the Oath, we, an Alleagence to it. For, since in providing for your
Majesties securitie, the Oath defends us, it is reason, that wee defend it. The strongest

Castle that is, cannot defend the Inhabitants, if they sleepe, or neglect the defence of

that, which defends them; No more can this Oath, thoug framed with all advantagious

Christianly wisedome, secure your Majestie, and us in you, if by our adversaries Bat-

teries, or to his undermings.
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For as when the roofe of the Temple rent asunder, not long after followed the ruine
of the foundation it self: So if these Two principall beames and Toppe-rafters, the
Prince and the Priest, vrent asunder, the whole frame and Foundation of Christian Reli-
gino will be shaked. And if we distinguish not between Artlcles of faith & Jurisdic-
tion, but account all those super-edifications and furnitures, and ornaments which God
hath affoorded to his Church, for exteriour government, to be equally the Foundatlon
it selfe, there can bee no Church; as there could be no body of a rnan, if it were all
eye. : ,
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And although I apprehended well enough, that this irresolution not ‘onely retarded my
fortune, but also bred some scandall, and endangered my spirituall reputation, by laymg
me open to many mis-interpretations; yet all these respects did not transport me to
any violent and sudden determination, till I had, to the measure ‘of my poore wit and
judgement, survayed and digested the whole body of Divinity, controverted betweene

ours and the Romane Church.
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To let blood in some diseases, saith the eloquentest Physitian, is no new thing; but
that there shoujd scarce be any disease, in which we should not let blood, is {saith he)
a strange and new fashion: So to offer our lives for defence of Cathalique faith, hath
ever beene a religious custome; but to cal every pertence of the Pope, Catholique
faith, and to bleede to death for it, is a rickenesse and a medicine, which the Primi-
tive Church never understood.
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I call to witnesse against you, those whose testimonie God himselfe hath accepted.
Speake then and testifie, O you glorious and triumphant Army of Martyrs, who enjoy

now a permanent triumph in heaven, which knew the voice of your Shepheard, and
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staid till he cald, and went then with all alacritie: Is there any man received into
your blessed Legion, by title of such a Death, as sedition, scandall, or ony humane
respect occasioned? v , R ‘ o ’
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But the greates injury that is done to Princes in this matter of Exemption, is, that
they will not be beholden to Princes for it: but plead .their Jus Divinum, not onelly
the positive Divine Law, by which, they say, that the Popes if they had not found
these men naturally exempted, and if Princes had not granted these exemptions, might
by their Constitutions, have exempted them, without asking leave of Princes, but they
pretend text of Scripture, though detorted and misus’d; to prove this Exemption. And
for the Persons they pretend many; but with no more directnes, than that .by Which‘
they prove exemption of their goods, from secular charges and burdens, which is,
Domini est terra, et plenitudo eius, and since it is the Lords, it is theirs. - : 7
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All which they guarrell at in the oath, is that anything should be pronounced, or any
limits set, to Which the popes power night not extend: but they might as well say that
his spirituall power were limited or shortned, and so the Catholigue faith impugned,
if one shauld denie him to have power over the winde and sea; since to tame and
commaund these, in ordine ad spiritualia, would advance the conversion of the Indies,
and impaire the Turks grzatnesse, and have furthered his fatherly and spirituall care
of this kingdome in 88. _
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