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The Old Testament’s View of Labor

Abstract

LT N S

Jahwist views labor as the ministry and substance of human beings entrusted with the management of

the created world. The wise man of Proverbs recommends them to work hard and not to be idle, warning

them the danger of wealth. Prophets take notice of the social structure that produces the poor in spite of

their will to work. They, however, tell that the Lord rules the world and will give the fruit of labor on His

day. But man has been created not only to work, but to worship the Lord, the Creator and the Releaser on

the Sabbath. Worshipping on the Sabbath becomes to have the real meaning of other working six days.
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