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Investigation of Issues Resulting From Quantitative Expanding of University, and

Countermeasures: Towards Construction of Sustainable Japanese Tertiary Education

Abstract

(AN R

Today, tertiary education in Japan is becoming increasing popular, with the number of students

advancing to tertiary education rising to over 50%. With the increasing pace and rise in numbers

of those advancing their education to tertiary level, new universities, especially a spate of private

universities, were established from the 1990s bringing the number of universities to more than 770

in Japan. However, in recent years many universities suffer from unfilled capacity due to continuing

decreases in the population of 18 year olds being in inverse proportion to the increase in the number of

universities.

First, after reviewing previous studies, this article investigates the effectiveness of a variety of

strategies and problems universities have had in maintaining student numbers. Second, a simulated

downsizing of Japanese tertiary education using the case of Q2 Prefecture is conducted to give one

vision of the future of such education in Japan.
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