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How to Connect the Elementary School Education and Preschool Education (I )

— Through the Teaching Materials for Singing of the Fifth
and Sixth Grade at the Elementary School Level —

ZRH i LT

Abstract

Elementary school education is based on kindergarten education, however, it seems that the
connection between kindergarten and elementary school has not often been considered in terms of the
link between syllabi. Research was done using music textbooks for the 5th and 6th grades, which are
being used in elementary schools in Kanazawa. Based on previous research data, 9 aspects in terms of
kinds of music pieces, tone-scales, meter, etc. were studied to see if the materials are designed to be
taught systematically. The research showed that there were 6 tendencies in the upper grades’ materials:
(1) pieces dealing with nature and customs are taught for more than half the time; (2) the number of
pieces which employ piano melodies increases compared to lower grades’ materials; (3) the number

of minor scale pieces increases; (4) % time pieces increase; (5) more various kinds of rhythm

patterns are taught; and (6) longer pieces tend to be taught more.
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