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A School Education in the Netherlands
—How Dutch People Regard the Documentary “Children Full of Life” —
Abstract

Both authors of this article were invited to the Netherlands by an educational NPO, NIVOZ.
The main purpose of this invitation was for Professor Kanamori to give some lectures and les-

sons to the Dutch audience; however, we could also visit some elementary and secondary

schools, and talk with children and teachers. The education system in the Netherlands is often

described in Japan as one of the best in the world, but through this trip we found that even

Dutch school education has a lot of problems. The documentary film called 'Children Full of

Life', which is the story of Professor Kanamori's class of 4th grade elementary school children

in 2002, is well-known to Dutch people. They wanted to learn from Professor Kanamori to make

Dutch education better. In this article, we report how the Dutch people regard the documentary.

Through observation of their reaction to Professor Kanamori's lecture, we attempted to reveal

what is happening in their educational system and how they want to change it.
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