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Using all five senses in an online exchange with an Australian sister school
Developing a hands-on experience through the study of tea in home economics
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When reflecting on the English class activities for
this project, the importance of authentic interaction
and collaboration is clear. A direct link can be seen
between these two features and the students’
motivation to participate in the classroom.

It is likely that the foundation of students’
motivation was first learning about tea in home
economics. Their personal experiences there seemed
essential to developing an interest in presenting the
process to others. Their interest then appeared to grow
from demonstrating how to make tea to their English
teachers during the first English lesson devoted to this
project. It was during this lesson that ‘cross-cultural
exchange’ moved from an abstract concept to a lived
experience. This authentic interaction fostered an
awareness among the students that they had cultural
knowledge which they could share, including with
their Australian sister school counterparts.

The authenticity arguably led to greater participation
in later activities as the students prepared for the
upcoming online exchange. As outlined previously,
students were tasked in the following lesson with
translating instructions, written by a classmate, from
Japanese to English. It must be admitted that this
attempt at direct translation with elementary school
students was approached with caution. However, it
was immediately apparent that the students were both
engaged and capable, as evidenced by students
diligently copying sentences from the board into their
notebooks without having been asked to do so. This
was true for all students in the class, not only those
who were typically active participants during English
lessons. To witness this level of collective personal

initiative was an unexpected delight.
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During the final English lesson for the project
before the online exchange, students were asked to
prepare instructional materials in small groups to send
to Australia. During preparation, feelings of ownership
over the material were actively nurtured. It was, after
all, the students’ own carefully curated instructions,
photos, and video clips being utilized. There was also
real collaboration in the classroom as students and
teachers considered what would be most helpful and
appealing to the recipients. Students were encouraged
sign their work, which led to the creative development
of unique signatures and appeared to further increase
their level of excitement and pride.

After observing the growing level of student
engagement in the project, from its initial stages to its
culmination with the online exchange, there is little
doubt of its positive impact on learning. Continuing to
pursue such authentic and collaborative interaction in
English lessons would be well worth the effort.
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