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Close Relationships and Problem Behavior
on the Internet among Japanese High School Students

Abstract

g o o 0O

The aim of this study was to clarify how problem behavior on the Internet by Japanese high school students

was related to their close relationships. We employed both cross—sectional and longitudinal data to examine

this research question. Surveys were conducted twice : 593 Japanese high school students were initially asked

to complete a questionnaire, and then 192 of them participated in a follow-up survey about four months later.

Feelings about friends had a significant relationship with problem behavior on the Internet in both the cross-

sectional and longitudinal analyses. Parental attachment and perceived parental controls on Internet use also

affected their problem behavior in the longitudinal analysis. These results revealed how the Internet use of

Japanese adolescents is related to their close relationships, and suggested a potential avenue for intervening in

their problem behavior on the Internet.
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